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Frequently Asked Questions  
Other People’s Beer 

and Wine 
   

 

Overview: Serving and/or consumption of alcohol produced by outside 

manufacturers is a common practice in the craft beer community – however, the 

Alcoholic Beverage Control (“ABC”) has strict regulations in place as to when a 

Type 23 license holder may (1) sell beer and wine from another source or (2) simply 

have beer and wine from another source on the premises. 

 

FAQs: 
 

1. When can a Type 23 serve another manufacturer’s beer and wine? 

 

Section § 23357(a) of the ABC Act permits a Type 23 licensee to both serve and sell 

another manufacturer’s beer and wine at a “bona fide eating place.” 

 

2. What is a “bona fide eating place”? 

 

A “bona fide eating place” is a place which is used and kept open for the serving of 

meals, with suitable kitchen facilities for cooking an assortment of foods required for 

ordinary meals at various hours of the day.  While this language is vague, ABC has 

found that the service of only sandwiches or salads does not meet the requirements 

of a “bona fide eating place.”  There is no hard and fast rule here, but two good rule 

of thumbs are that at least 50% of the business should be food-oriented and that a 

commercial kitchen. 

 

3. Are there any other exceptions that would allow beer and wine from 

another source at my Type 23? 

 

A Type 23 licensee may permit guests to bring another manufacturer’s beer and 

wine for service at a private event or function.  Additionally, Section § 23357(d) of 

the ABC permits a Type 23 to purchase and provide another manufacturer’s beer 

and wine at a private events or function.  However, these alcoholic beverages must 

be (1) purchased by the Type 23 and (2) from a Type 17 licensed wholesaler.   

 

4. What is a “private event” or “private function”? 

 

A “private event” or “private function” is generally understood to be one that is 

open to only a specific and limited group of individuals.  These are not events, 

activities, or functions that are open to the public, even if purchase of a ticket is 

required.  Examples of private events or private functions would include events such 

as a wedding, family reunion, or alumni gathering. 

 

5. What about homebrew club events? 

 

Homebrew may not leave the premises where they are brewed, but for the following 

exceptions: (1) for use in a bona fide competition or judging or bona fide exhibition 

or tasting, served in a physically restricted and monitored area; (2) for personal or 

family use; (3) for donation to a homebrewing nonprofit organization for use at a 

fundraising event for the non-profit; and (4) a homebrew club meeting or bona fide 

home brewed beer competition held on the premise of an authorized licensee. 

 

 

Governing Law 

In California, alcohol 

manufacturers are governed by the 

Alcoholic Beverage Control Act, 

also known as the ABC Act.  

This is a permissive document. That 

means that unless the laws 

specifically and explicitly allow for 

a particular action, it is illegal.  

In the same vein, anything that is 

simply not mentioned at all is also 

illegal. 

Questions? 

If you have further questions or 

concerns regarding craft breweries 

or the ABC Act, feel free to contact 

us at: 

The Craft Beer Attorney, APC 
craftbeerattorney.com 

619.749.4115 

 

 

 

 


